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PARASHAS BEREISHIS
'Inthe beginning of God's creating* the heavens and the earth — *when 1

the earth was astonishingly empty, with darkness upon the surface The
of the deep, and the Divine Presence hovered upon the surface of the w
waters — *God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. *God saw day
that the light was good,* and God separated between the light and the
darkness. *God called to the light: “Day,” and to the darkness He called:
“Might." And there was evening and there was morming, one day.

“Ciod said, "Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and
let it separate between water and water.” ' 5o God made the firmament,
and separated between the waters that were beneath the firmament and
the waters that were above the firmament. And it was so. *God called to
the firmament: “Heaven.” And there was evening and there was mom-
ing, a second day.

*God said, “Let the waters beneath the heaven be gathered into one
area, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. ""God called to the
dry land: “Earth,” and to the gathering of waters He called: “Seas.” And
God saw that it was good. "'God said, “Let the earth sprout vegeta-
tion: herbage yielding seed, fruit trees yielding fruit each after its kind,
containing its own seed on the earth.” And it was so. “And the earth
brought forth vegetation: herbage yielding seed after its kind, and trees
yielding fruit, each containing its seed after its kind. And God saw that it
was good. "*And there was evening and there was mormning, a third day.

“God said, “Let there be luminaries in the firmament of the heaven to
separate between the day and the night; and they shall serve as signs,
and for festivals, and for days and years; '“and they shall serve as lumi-
naries in the firmament of the heaven to shine upon the earth.” And it
was so. ""And God made the two great luminaries, the greater lumi-
nary to dominate the day and the lesser luminary to dominate the night;
and the stars. ""And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to

Second day*

Third day*

Fourth day*

s} Parashas Berelshis

We begin the study of the Torah with the realization
that the Torah is not & history book, but the chaner of
Man's mission in the universe. Thus, Rashl eaplains,
the Tarah's narrathve of Creation establishes that God
Is the Sowerelgn of the unbverse,

The Torah relates the story of the six days of
Creation e nihiloto refute the theories that claim that
the universe came inbo being thiough some masshve
coincidence of sccident. The story of Creation speaks
only in general terms, becauss s primany purpose is
by stabe (hat pothing came info being except 8 God's
command {Famian),

1:1. The Hebrew phrase, Berelshis barah Elohim, &
commonly rendered & the beginning God crealed,
which would indicate that the Torah is giving the se-
guence of Creation — that God created the heaven,
the earth, darkness, water, light, and 20 on. However,
Rashi and lbn Ezra madntain that this verse cannot be
chironologecal; our translation follows thedr view.

The name Elohim, ranslated a3 God in this vol-
umie, denotes God in His Attrifwte of Justice, as Rules,
Lawgkeer, and Judge of the workd,

1:4, Throuwsghout the narrathee, the term ki foey, [l
wuses goodd, means that the crestion of the item unider
discussion was compheted.

1:6-8. Second day, The commentators generally
agree that the term “fremament” refers o the atrmo-
sphere that encircles the world.

1:9-13. Third day. Up to now, the entine sarih was
submenged under water. On the thind day, God de-
creed boundaries for the water, making way for the

development of land, vegetation, animal life, and,
uhimately, Man.

1:14:19, Fowrth day, The luminaies, which had been
created on the firs day, werns 324 in place on the fourth
(Cragigah 12a). Indeed, all the potentials of heaven
and earih were created on the firsd day but each was
sat in place on the day when it was s0 commanded
[ Fashl),
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19. THE THIRD TEMPLE
As sert forth in Erekiel Chapters 40-43
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This diagram attempts 1o present the lavoul of Ezekiels Temple as closely as possi
ble 1 the way Hashi must have understood i,

For a comprehensive analysis of the Temple's design and detailed descriptions of its
elements, as well as details regarding the design of this diagram, see ArtScroll
Yecherkel/Erekiel, by Rabbi Moshe Eisemann,
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Tanach at a Glance

The: Jewish Bible is oftien referred 1o by the acronym Tanack, derived from the first Hebrew letier of the

word desoribing the content of each major division of Lhe |ewish Soriptures. — Torh, Meviim (Frophaets),

and Keservien (Writings). Fallowdng is a guide to themes and incidients seen in the Scriptures, with verse
references. The verse number given indicates the beginning of a theme,

Torak

Thae word Torah literally means nstruction, In biblical terms, the Torah consists of the Fre Books of
hioses (Genesls, Fvods, Leviticws, Sumbers, and Deuteromomyt, also known as the Pentatewch (i,
*fiver ook "], A portion of the Torah i nead publicly in synagogues cach week acoonding 1o an annisl
reacding cycle. This porthon s called & *parsshaly® or “ siolal ” Each pavashah bears a raeme that i gensrally
dermed from a key Hebnew wond in the first verse of the portion. There ane 54 portions nead throughout
the prwish cabendar year, with some weeks including a double reading. The names of Torah portions
rizac] in the syragogise ane transiterabed from the Hebeew and provided as headings in bold font.

GEMESIS/ BEREISHIS

PARASHAS BEREISHIS The Tower of Babel and the dispersion 1
The beginning of Creation: First day — The ten generations from Moah o Absaham 110
Sﬁﬂiﬂ? fi anf of b e
— Hrmamernt and separstion of walers 16 | Gods call to Abraham; the promése of ness 121
Third day — earth and seas 19 | Abraham comes o Canaan e T4
Fourih day — sun, moon, and stafs 1-14 Abrahamn and Sarsh in Egypt 110
Fith day — birds and fish 1M | Sarah is kidnapped by the Egypeians 1214
Stith day — animals, insects, and Man 128 | Abraham and Sarah return 1o the Land of lsrsel 131
Soventh day: The Sabbath, diny of res) 1 | Abraham and Lot part ways 115
The Garden of Eden 28 | The repetition of God's promise io Abrsham 1114
Man in the garden Z15 | The war of the kings 73]
That Serpent's enticement 31 | sodom ks dofeated T30
The first sin 36 | 1ot is taken captive 12
Tha Hinners are punished W | Abraham saves Lot 13
Man’s expalsion from Eden 3B | Abraham shuns honors W
Cain and Abed 41 | God's reassurance to Abraham 151
The desoendais of Cain 417 | The Covenant Between the Parts:
The geneabogy of mankind 51 | The promise of the Land 157
The ten gencrations from Adam o Roah 51 God tells of future Egyptian exile
Predude o thea Flood & and redemption 1513
PARASHAS MOACH The: rattfication of the covenant 1517
The d of the Floodt di sons of the Ak &13 mmtw:;m;ﬂmh:lwdﬂﬂmm g}
The fimal call to emior th Ark | huphiirg
The animals enter the Ark, “two by two® 3 The covenent of circumcision 175
The progmise o Sarah 1716
Th Flood inundates the werld 76 : 1
Th vators racad 1 Abraham circismcises all the males
Kosh serids tonth S raven B im his househaold jFri ]
hioah sends forth the dovwe three times &7 PFARASHAS VAYEIRA
Their earth diriies B13 | Visiting the sick and hospitality to strangens &
The coamemand to leave the Ark E15 | The prommibse of a son bs revealed bo Sarah 1810
Moah brings an offering that phaxses God B2 | Gods love for Abraham 1&17
Rebaiiding the wolkd: God's coverant with Noah %1 | God reveals His plans for
The rainbow; An edormal oovenamt b4 ) Sodom and Gommonh TEHD
The Irtcedeation and shame ol Moah G20 | Abraham intercedes for Sodom i
Moah foretells the destiny of his sons 525 | Sodom b destroyed %1
The descendants of losh M1 | Lod — & perplexing hero 134
Thar simventy rations M2 | Lof is saved 16
Bimnod 108 | Lot begs for 8 concession 1%18
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ISAIAH 52:7-53:6

LATER PROPHETS

"Yourr Giod
has reigned!”

Swopess of
the righteous

53

The naions”

af fsrael’s

"How pleasant are the footsteps of the herald upon the moun-
tains announcing peace, heralding good tidings, announcing salva-
tion, saying unto Zion, ‘Your God has reigned!' * The voice of your
lockouts, they raise their voice, they sing glad song in unison; with
their own eyes they will see that HASHEM returns to Zion. *Burst
out, sing glad song in unison, O ruins of Jerusalem, for HASHEM
will have comforted His people; He will have redeemed Jerusalem.
"HASHEM has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations;
all ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God!

"Turn away! Turn away! Get out from therel* It is defiled; do not
touch it! Get out from inside it! Cleanse yourselves, O bearers of
HASHEM's armor. "*You will not leave in chaos, nor will you go in
flight; for HasHEM will go before you, and the God of Israel will be
your rear guard.

“Behold, My servant* will succeed; he will be exalted and
become high and exceedingly lofty. “Just as multitudes were
astonished over you, [saying,] ‘His appearance is too marred to be
a man's, and his visage to be human,” "“so will the many nations
exclaim about him,* and kings will shut their mouths [in amaze-
ment], for they will see that which had never been told to them, and
will perceive things they had never heard.

‘Whn would believe what we have heard!* For whom has the

arm of HASHEM® been revealed! *Formery he grew like a sap-
ling or like a root from arid ground; he had neither form nor gran-
deur; we saw him, but without such visage that we could desire
him.* *He was despised and isolated from men, a man of pains
and accustomed to illness. As one from whom we would hide our
faces; he was despised, and we had no regard for him. * But in truth,
it was our ills that he bore,* and our pains that he carried — but
we had regarded him diseased, stricken by God, and afflicted! *He
was pained because of our rebellious sins and oppressad through
our iniquities; the chastisement upon him was for our benefit,* and
through his wounds, we were healed. *We have all strayed like

S2:11, Leave the kands of your dispersion. The re-
deemed Jews should cleanse themselves

for their armor must be their dedication to God and
the Torah (b Ezra, Radak).

52:13. Le., God's servant, the righteous members of
Israel [Rashi]. God speaks of the righbeous memibens
of lsrael as My Serpant, in the singular, & form that
continges in Chapter 53, with the exception of the end
of 53:8 (see below). The prophet commonly refers
o the entire nation as God's servant (43:10, 44:1,
#4:21, 49:3), For the fuller contest of laiah 52-13-
E3:12, sse comenent o 40:1.

52:15. Just ms larael had once besn astonibingly
degraded, 5o it will astonish the nations by its exall-
edness when the lime of redemplion arrives,

53:1-3, This prophecy loretells what the nations and
their kings — mentioned in 52:15 — will exclaim

when they witness |srael's rejuvenation, In 52:10,
Cod's sabvation for Israel is revealed in the sight of
&ll the nations. The nations will contrast their former
seomiful attitude bowand the Jews (v 1-3) with thes
e realieation of lrsel's grandeur (v, 4-T).

53:2. |saish's contemporary, Hosea (Hosea 14:6-8),

!ﬂﬁ}rﬂﬂlﬂmll!ﬂﬂgﬂmd’hﬂhm‘m
o the collective Jewish people in the singular,

334, The natlons exclaim that they were convinoed
that (od had caused lsrael 1o suffer becauss it did
ot believe in Him. Mow the nations theosize that
their sins were the reason God had brought suffering
it His people {Radak).

53:5. We — the nations and kings — Bssurms mow
that God browght suffering upon lsrael for our own
benefi: B was not, a5 we had claimed, that God was
punizhing lsrael for ks faithlessness.



LATER PROPHETS

ISAIAH 53:7-54:4 [ 669

sheep, each of us tuming his own way, and HASHEM inflicted upon
him the iniquity of us all.* " He was persecuted and afflicted, but
he did not open his mouth; like a sheep being led to the slaugh-
ter or a ewe that is silent before her shearers, he did not open his
maouth. ® Now that he has been released from captivity and judg-
ment, who could have imagined such a generation? For he had
been removed from the land of the living, an affliction upon them*
that was my people’s sin.* *He submitted himself to his grave like
wicked men; and the wealthy [submitted] to his executions,* for
committing no crime and with no deceit in his mouth.

“HasHEM desired to oppress him* and He afflicted him; if his
soul would acknowledge guilt, he would see offspring and live long
days and the desire of HASHEM would succeed in his hand. ""He
would see [the purpose| and be satisfied with his soul's distress.
With his knowledge My servant will vindicate the Righteous One
to multitudes; it is their iniquities that he will carry.* '“Therefore,
| will assign him a portion from the multitudes* and he will divide
the mighty as spoils — in return for having poured out his soul for
death and being counted among the wicked, for he bore the sin of
the multitudes, and prayed for the wicked.

1 Sing out, O barren one* who has not given birth; break into glad

song and be jubilant, you who have not been in birth travail, For
the children of the desolate [Jerusalem] will outnumber the children
of the inhabited one, said HASHEM. * Broaden the place of your tent
and let the curtains of your dwellings stretch out, stint not; lengthen
your cords and strengthen your pegs. *For you will burst out to the
right and to the left; your offspring will inherit nations, and they wil
settle desolate cities. ‘Fear not, for you will not be shamed;* do not

Giod's will
e e

The mangy
children of

the barren

33:6, The Inkpuity of the nations was that they in-
flicted punishment on Israel, Such oppression is of-
ten described as “HASHEM's punishment” (see 10:5,
Hahakkek 1:12), for He decreed that it should hap-
pen {Abarbanel},
S3:8, This Is the cnly occurmence of plural reference
to lerael in this chapher, Rega lamo, B, “an affliction
Lol

When lsrael’s exile is finally ended, the nations. will
marviel that sweh a coild have survived
the expulsicn from “the land of the Eving,” Le., the
Land of lsrael, that the natiaons had sinfully infiicbed
Lo it
539, The plural Hebrew word bimosay, “his exe-
culions,” indicates thal many people were killed by
various modes of murder. Ordinary Jews chose o
dig like common oimingls, rather than rencunce
their falth; and weakhy Jews were killed for no rea-
son other than to enable their wicked conguerors to
confiscate their fiches [Radak),

The prophet Zephantah (Zephaniah 3:13) echoes
this werse, saying that there was peither cornipdion
ma decedl among “the remnant of lsrmeel, "

53:10. That is, in lsrael's hand. God replies to the

niations that brael's suffering was not a punshment
implying rejection; rather, it was & discipling of re-
finement o cleanse them from their sins (Tamgum

Yonaser, see Berachos Sa).

Thus, the prophet reiterates the ofi-repeated
theme of Soripture, that sin brings punishment and
repentance beings atonement and redemiption. This
chapier concludes with an expression of concern for
&ll nations, 5o thal the entire world will uwnite in he
servioe of God.

53:11. By “carrying” the sins of the nations, israel
thereby invokes God's forbearance, resulting in ex-
tended mercy upon them.

53:12. Ini exile, Jews prayed for the welfare of thes
hest nathons.

The prophet Jeremiah [Jeremiah 29:7) counseled
the Jewish exiles: “You shall seek the welfare of the
city to which | have exiled you and entreat God on
its behall,”

Sd:1. Tion, who B poe withaut children | Tergum).,
S54:4, Ag the time of your fnal redemption, there will
b macnee of thee humiliathons your ancesions encoun-
tered when they returned from exile in the days of
Ezra {Radak),
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The Twelve Prophets
yenn + Hosea / Hoshea 857
ST & Joel / Yoel 870
omy <« Amos/Amos 875

MY ¢ Obadiah / Ouadiah 884

1 +  Jonah / Yonah 886
mam < Micah / Michah 869
o+ MNahum / Nachum 896
Ppan ¢ Habakkuk / Chavakkuk 899
MY ¢ Zephaniah / Tzefaniah 903
N < Haggai / Chaggai 907
T ¢ fechariah / Zechariah 910
Kb ¢ Malachi / Malachi 926




LATER PROPHETS

HOSEA 1:1-24 [ 857

"The word of HASHEM that came to Hosea son of Beeri in the days of HOSEA 1
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, [and] Hezekiah, the kings of Judah, and in see appendxa,

Tirmaskira 41

the days of Jeroboam son of Joash, king of Israel.

*The initial speech of HASHEM with Hosea:

HASHEM said to Hosea, “Go take unto yourself a wife of harlotry and
[beget] children of harlotry.* For the land is straying completely from
following HASHEM." *So he went and took Gomer daughter of Diblaim,
and she conceived and bore him a son. *HASHEM said to him, “Call his
name Jezreel,* for, in a short while, | will avenge the blood of Jezreel
upon the house of Jehu, and | will terminate the monarchy of the House
of lsrael. *It will happen on that day that | will break the bow of lsrael in
the Valley of Jezreel."

*She conceived again and bore a daughter, and [God] said to him,
“Call her name Lo-ruhamah (Mot Pitied); for | will no longer pity the
House of Israel, that | should show them forbearance. "But upon the
House of Judah | will have mercy and [ will save them through HASHEM
their God;* | will not save them with bow, with sword, with warfare, with
steeds or with riders.”

8 5he weaned Lo-ruhamah, and she conceived and bore a son. ¥|God)
said, “Call his name Lo-ammi (Mot My People); for you are not My peo-
ple, and | will not be yours. 'Yet the number of the Children of lsrael
will be like the sand of the sea, which can neither be measured nor
counted; and it will happen that in the place [of their exile] where it was
said to them, “You are not My people,’ it will be said to them, 'Children
of the living God." * The Children of Judah and the Children of lsrael will
be assembled together, and they will appoint for themselves cne head
and ascend from the land, for the day of Jezreel is great.* *Say to your

A harlot and
her childnen

Lirourih and

brothers ‘Ammi’ (My Pecple) and your sisters ‘Ruhamah’ (Pitied).”
*Contend with your mother,* contend; for she is not My wife and | A diskoyar
am not her husband: and have her remove her harlotries from her wife...

=i Hosea, (lerish (also called Azariah) reigned
52 yoars, beginning In the twenty-seventh year aof
Jerobosm's 41-year reign; Jothasm and Ahaz esch
reigned 16 years; and Herskiah reigned 29 years,
Theeir histories are recorded im I Kings Chs. 15-20 and
¥ hronicles Chs, 26-32. Hosea prophesied for 30 of
those years (Seder (lam). According 1o the Talmud
{ Pesachim 87a) he was a greater prophet than any
of his conternpararies, which included [saish, Amas,
and Micah. Mevertheless, Hosea's words wene nol &c-
corded & book of their own, as were the

of lsalah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, because his prophe-
ches wene far fgwer than thelrs (Beva Basma 1408),

1:2. This prophecy was io depict |sraels unfaithhul-
rvess b Giod as the equivalent of a harlot's mfidelity to
heer hushand. There are two general views amaong the
commentators: Either this command's implementa-
tion book place only in the prophetic vision, but not
in real We; o, it was an actual command — a ruling
for thie mament = by which God overrode the law of
the Terah, and the marmiage and subsequent births
actually took place.

1:4. The name Jezreel has & double meaning. Firss,
a3 the verse siates, i@ refers 1o the valley in which
Jerobosm's ancestor Jehi spilled considerable Blood
(see I Kings Ch. 10). Akhowugh Jehu's killings marked
the fulfillment of Elijah's prophecy against the house
of Ahsb and the destruction of the Baal worship,
his motivation was nol inspired by a desire to fulfill
God's will; rather & was io mbensify the calf worship
(sme 10:5) sl Beth-el [Beth-aven) and Dan {Raski).
Second, the name Jezrreel means “seeded by God™
and is a reference o the exile by which lsrael will be
strewm, e sown seeds, among the hostile nations,
1:7. God Intervened o save Jerusalem from being
overrun by Sennacherib (see § Kings 19:32-38).
2:2, The day of Jeereed (1:4-5) will ultimately result
in & long exile, after which lrael will leave the lands
of their dispersion and asoend to lsrael {Radak), The
name Jeeneed also may be rendered “God will gather
seed” (Rashi),

2:4. After tempering rebuke with words of love and
comior, the prophel returns 10 castigation and urges
this fighleous people of larasd b retuike this * molber,”



Q46 [ PSALMS 22:32-25:11 WRITINGS

those who have served Him,* it will be told of the Lord to the latter gen-
eration. * They will come and relate His rightecusness, to the newbomn
nation that which He has done.

23 'A psalm by David. HASHEM is my shepherd, | shall not lack. ?In lush
Whether in meadows He lays me down, beside tranquil waters He leads me.
*Wﬂ‘; *He restores my soul. He leads me on paths of rightecusness for His
aparched 11ame’s sake. “Though | walk in the valley overshadowed by death,* |
deseri, God Will fear no evil, for You are with me. Your rod and Your staff, they com-
provides fort me. *You prepare a table before me in view of my tormentors. You
T anointed my head with oil, my cup overflows. ®*May only goodness and
kindness pursue me all the days of my life, and | shall dwell in the House

of HASHEM for long days,

24 ' By David, a psalm. HasHEM's is the earth and its fullness, the inhab-
Mare tha ited land and those who dwell in it. ?For He founded it upon seas,
m’{;ﬂ and established it upon rivers. *Who may ascend the mountain of

moriar only HASHEM,* and who may stand in the place of His sanctity? ‘One with
the personal Clean hands and pure heart; who has not swom in vain by My soul, and
Mﬁ has not sworn deceitfully.* *He will receive a blessing from HASHEM and
just kindness from the God of his salvation. *This is the generation of
can bulld those who seek Him, those who strive for Your Presence, [the nation of]
teds Jacob, Selah. "Raise up your heads, O gates, and be uplifted, you ever-
i lasting entrances, so that the King of Glory may enter. "Who is this King
of Glory? HasHEM, the mighty and strong; HASHEM, the strong in battle.
*Raise up your heads, O gates, and raise up, you everlasting entrances,
s0 that the King of Glory may enter. "Who is He, this King of Glory?

HasHEM, Master of Legions, He is the King of Glory, Selah!

25 d BY David: To You, HasHEM, | lift up my soul.* *My God, in You | have
The righteous trusted, let me not be shamed; let not my enemies exult over me.
person seeks 3 A\lso, let none who hope in You be shamed; let those who betray without
1o God and ©@use be shamed. ‘Make Your ways known to me, HASHEM; teach me
salvation Your paths. *Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God
from distress of my salvation, to You | have hoped all the day. *Remember Your mer-
ﬂm cles,* HASHEM, and Your kindnesses, for they are eternal. "Remember
God's Not the sins of my youth and my rebellions; may You remember for me
W’Tﬂ [the deeds] worthy of Your kindness, because of Your goodness, HASHEM.
ﬁm *Good and upright is HASHEM, therefore He guides sinners on the way.*
*He leads the humble with justice, and teaches His way to the humble.

" All the ways of HASHEM are kindness and truth, to those who guard His
covenant and testimonies. ' For Your Name's sake, HASHEM, pardon my

22:31. Even though all of mankind will eventually re-  must refine his behavior,

turn to God, ksrael will remain foremost among them  24:4, Honest in his dealings with man; reverent in his
{ Rnefmke; Medrf), aktitusde toward God,

23:4, The movbid “valley ® is 8 characterization of all  25:1. | dedicate it to Your service (b ).

exiles. Alematively, it is a place so dangerous that it 25:6, To bestow them upon me now as You have al-
is o5 dark and forbidding as the grave. ways done previcusly,

24:3-4, One who wishes to enjoy spiritual elevation  25:8, Toward repentance,
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